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"Of all the wealthy foreign lands which have great store
of precious and varied goods, none surpasses the realm of
the Arabs (Ta-shi). Next to them comes Sho-po (Java) ; the
third is San-fo-tsi; many others come in the next rank/'

"San-fo-tsi is an important thoroughfare on the sea-routes
of the foreigners on their way to and from (China). Ships
(on leaving it, on their way to China) sail due north, and
having passed the Shang-hia-chu islands ' and through the
sea of Kiau-Chi come within the confines of China.

"Ships coming from Java (Sho-po) go a little north-west
(at first), but when they have passed the Shi-ir-tzi' rocks a
they take the same route as the San-fo-tsi ships from below
(i.e. 'south) of the Shang-hia-chu islands.

"The (Barbarian) kingdoms due south have San-fo-tsi
as their commercial centre. Sho-po is the centre of those
to the south-east. The Arab merchant vessels also made at
first for San-fo-tsi and then proceeded to China by the same
route as the San-fo-tsi ships."

"We have already discussed above, in Book II, the location
of San-fo-tsi and its great political importance from the
ninth century onwards. That it rapidly developed into an
important commercial centre is apparent from the above
detailed account given by Chou-ku-f ei.

Chau Ju-kua is even still more explicit in this matter.
Referring to San-fo-tsi he says :3

"This country, lying in the ocean and controlling the
straits (lit. gullet) through which the foreigners' sea and
land (lit. ship and cart) traffic in either direction must pass,
in old times used an iron chain as a barrier to keep the

1.    They are usually identified   with  Pulo  Aor,   S.E, of  Tyoman,
although some witters place them  near Singapore (Chau Ju-kua,  p.,

23. fn. 3-)

2.    These   rocks are marked on Chinese maps of the sixteenth
century as being north of Carimata island off the S.W. coast of Borneo
(Chau Ju-kua, p. 24, f.n. 3).

3.    Chau Ju-kua, p. 62.